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OLD POI.ITICS

Most people think that Politicians always lie and that they don’t have principles.

To achieve meaningful change for this Country, this perception must change. The sense of
what is right and the sense of justice which inspired many Politicians into seeking Public
Office, must no longer be compromised because of decisions made which are best for the
individual concerned, or for the benefit of the Political Party to which they have become
affiliated.
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When | was first Elected on 2007, | was not alonein beinghorrified at how quickly it became
apparent that decisions were made in Government on the pure basis of what was good for
the Party, the Group Leaders, or was most likely to resultin ‘good press’ or electability in the
long run, before anything or anybody else was ever really considered.

Only sheer weight of numbers would ever result in any meaningful results which went
against this non-democratictsunami, primarily because many ‘junior’ Politicians do not want
to risk disfavour orrisk losing their Seats because they have been seen to disagree with the
Party ‘line’.

This is not democracy in its correct sense and every voter is being failed at one point or
another. The way that decisions are madein a proper democratic process is by majority, but
the way that majorities usually get formed today is wrong, and this means that we are
getting wronged the majority of the time.

People before Politics.

Every decision that Politicians make should be focused on the benefit to the majority of
people; not the priorities of the few or of the Politicians themselves.

Practicality before Perfection.

We all like the idea of livingin a perfect world, but perfection can only ever be an aim in an
imperfect world and Politicians must make decisions based upon their practical impact; not
just on what they would like to see.

Policies made in isolation lead to isolationist Policies.

Just as one policy may be used as an excuse not for enacting another, new policies should
not be created without consideration of their real impact upon or collectively with others.
Politicians now need to review the whole System and not use the size of this task as an
excuse for not doing so.

Politics is better when it isn’t Personal.

Politics should never be about personalities and wheniitis, it is a sure sign that those talking

are thinking primarily about themselves.
Fear is no excuse in itself.

Any policy made only with emotion and feelingin mind does not consider the wider picture
and the full implications. Too many decisions have historically been made by Politicians

because of a climate of fear. Over-reaction and under-reaction can be destructive in equal
measure and however emotive a subject can be, emotions are personal and do not reflect
consideration for what is best for the majority in its strictest and most comprehensive sense.
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One size never fits all.

We are all different and policies must recognise and embrace those differences in all ways,
but without recourse to any form of discrimination whether that be positive or negative.

Decisions affecting us all similarly should be made by Central Government, whilst decisions
based upon Locality should rest in the Locality with Local People and their Political
Representatives.

Central Government has as much responsibility to reflect, consider and act upon the
decisions made by Local Representatives as it does have the right to ask others to respect
the decisions which are made universally for us all.

Lifestyle choices should be for those living that life.

The preferences and actions of individuals should never be questioned or put in doubt so
long asthey do not compromise the physical safety, security, lifestyle and freedom of choice
of others.

A crisis of conscience forone, is no excuse in itself to prevent the lifestyle choices of another
and Government should never support it as such.
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Further Information
To explore more of Adam Tugwell’s writing, including the online edition of this post, please
visit:

www.adamtugwell.blog
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