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“Money is the root of all evil” was a phrase I often heard as I grew up. I like to think that it 

was a simple ruse that both my Mother and Grandmother employed to make the lack of 

cash and the weekly wait for Thursday morning’s ritual trip to the Post Office to ‘cash the 

giro’  seem all that more holy. But years in Businesses, Charities and Local Government have 

given me a very different view and it is now clear that this New Testament derived saying has 

an application which is a whole lot more universal. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giro
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Timothy-6-10/
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Like it or not almost every facet of life has some link with money. Making money, spending 

money, borrowing money, saving money, winning money, being awarded money, being in 

some way dishonest for money, selling for money, earning money, playing for money or just 

thinking about money will almost certainly have a relationship with something that any one 

of us is doing at any one time whether we realise it or not. 

What is in many cases an unconscious or involuntary obsession with money has become so 

ingrained within our present day existences that many of us have reached a point where we 

simply overlook the part that it plays in virtually every part of life and how its influence, 

directly or otherwise is on the way to making communities and cultures within Great Britain, 

Europe and far beyond almost unrecognisable from what they were less than a hundred 

years ago. 

The “money men” of today and their commercialisation of just about everything that we 

could imagine are no doubt responsible for many of the problems that people are now 

experiencing. But payday loans, credit worthiness, spiralling energy bills and the explosion of 

food prices are only one part of the problem; just as ineptitude on the part of politicians 

who through successive Governments have taxed almost everything whilst they have taken 

borrowing to bankruptcy and beyond is another. 

The far reaching and what could yet prove to be devastatingly real implications of decisions 

taken many years ago, primarily based upon freedoms and rights, but effectively about 

money, ownership and the formulation of private wealth have yet to fully manifest 

themselves. But to many, the harsh realities of an effectively unregulated free-market in the 

hands of those out to make money without any sense of ethics, morality or whatever the 

true cost may be, are already very real indeed. 

The apparent liberation of the masses from servitude and the arrival of our perceived 

freedoms has been accompanied by the growth of a culture which recognises the 

accumulation of personal wealth and standing above all else. 

People en masse are no longer content just to 'be', but relate their position in the world to 

what they do or don’t have and as such take a far more self-centred or self-indulgent 

approach to life, even when they have very little to show for it. 

Perhaps one of the noticeable casualties of this change may be the Church of England which 

has arguably witnessed a significant if not exponential fall in congregation size in parallel 

with this change. It is fast becoming ill equipped to maintain its standing as the default faith 

within what the Libertarians amongst us would have us believe to be a secular state - which 

itself was just a station at where the UK stopped and which our population may have already 

left way behind it. 

It’s not just those who are now struggling to pay their bills who will have noticed; in fact, 

they have come pretty late to the game. 



©2013-2026 Adam Tugwell   Money, Terrorism and the Cost-of-Living-Crisis 28Sep13 PDF_Vers1_29Mar26 P a g e  | 3 
 

To those outside the UK and the West, a cultural obsession with money and its related 

exploitation of people and resources is even more historical than the change that has taken 

place for individuals in just Great Britain alone. The resentment and in many cases hatred 

that this has fostered is now manifesting itself in some of the most frightening ways possible 

through the rise of Islamic Fundamentalism and the extremist acts of terror by which it is 

closely accompanied. 

It is ironic that the very same causes of the problems that we are now experiencing because 

of money and our obsession with it in this Country may well be the very same motivator that 

fuels the fire of extremism amongst people who have already recognised it through different 

eyes and want to deal with it, but in a way that would see us returned to the dark ages. 

Sadly and as in most cases where one form of religious or political philosophy is at work and 

in control, those who are opposed to what some may call the money-based malignancy of 

this Westernised culture simply want to see it replaced with one which is oppressive in a 

wholly different way. Regrettably, the indifference of the majority towards what are two 

extremes does not reduce the likelihood that one could just be replaced by the alternative in 

any way. 

Indifference itself is only exacerbated by the rights culture which has installed a sense of 

unjustified wrongdoing and often guilt when people speak out about changes and what are 

effectively the removal of freedoms that we may one day have to fight to regain. 

The 'rights' of what are minorities within minorities are being preserved, promoted and 

upheld at the cost of not only the majority of UK Citizens, but the majorities within those 

very communities too, and we are being frogmarched towards a whole new and 

unrecognisable culture within the UK at the cost of what two generations fought and 

suffered for in the First and Second World Wars and the identity-bearing British traditions 

that we have held dear for so very long. 

Many think that if there should be a World War III or Armageddon, it will be a wholly violent 

conflict that originates in the Middle East and then spreads to physically embrace the World, 

probably using weapons which will do unspeakable harm. Acts of terrorist violence such as 

9/11, 7/7, Mumbai, Woolwich and Nairobi Westgate serve only to bring the news time 

realities of armed conflicts in Egypt, Libya and Syria all that closer to us. 

The arrival of violence on our own shores – albeit on a comparatively small scale - is just 

another terrible warning of the realities that lie ahead if our politicians and the people with 

monetary power over our lives continue to go about their work without any real thought for 

the consequences of their actions. 

The human condition dictates that group think will always encourage a level of emotional 

buy-in, servitude or passion within individuals whom given the right motivation will override 

any feeling of humanity towards their fellow man. 
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Encouraged by the belief that the ‘haves’ are somehow deliberately seeking to harm the 

‘have not’s’ as part of some elaborate conspiracy – this indirect consequence is enough for 

indoctrinated people to see no value in their own life and therefore have no respect for that 

of others. Picking up the gun and delivering their messages with bombs is then just a simple 

step beyond. 

However, whilst this really is the extreme end of the wedge in every possible sense, we 

should be grateful that the polarised or violent aspects of the rise of this 'god called money' 

have so far affected us at home to date in such limited ways. 

It will not remain this way if radical Islam continues its rise within the communities of Britain 

or worse still, if the financial or cost of living crisis that is facing a significant and growing 

number of British households continues to be ignored, and frustrated and frightened people 

reach the point where they feel the time has come to take to the streets. 

So could these terrorist attacks, Middle-Eastern battles, wars and the rise of radical Islam 

really be just be the symptom of the next Great War which is already underway? 

If they are such a symptom, terrifying as terrorism and even civil disorder can be, tackling 

both may only be a small part of dealing with any turmoil that lies ahead, and an issue that 

our crowd-pleasing political classes will only find slightly harder to deal with than continually 

focussing on what it takes to win the next elections. Instructing and unleashing the police 

and security services from the realms of political correctness and claim culture will after all 

be an easy decision by comparison to dealing with the powers associated with money and 

reigning in a force beyond nature which has saturated our lives so deeply that it affects the 

very way that almost every one of us actually thinks. 

If you need any evidence of the real battlefield that already exists around us, look at the 

hollow lives that some in Britain already live. 

There are normal everyday people in this Country who feel empty and go in search of 

meaning. Where some of them once felt happy and content within their communities, they 

have withdrawn into solitary lives obsessing about what they have or what they don’t have. 

They seek distractions in whatever form they come, whether it manifests as obsessive 

behaviour with drink, drugs, sex, junk food, video games, TV, mobile phones, porn, the 

internet or perhaps even the fringe forms of religion which offer the same addictive power 

as all of the above and fill the void now deserted by a much happier and less monetary 

orientated world, where people found a much less invasive form of contentment with a 

whole lot less. 

Whatever direction people who feel empty take; whatever they look for to fill their void; 

whatever they already possess; people will always willingly accept something if it is 

perceived to be ‘free’. 
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Cynical, self-serving politicians know this and flourish off the back of giveaways that 

somebody somewhere will always end up paying for. This rule extends across party lines, 

demographics, occupations or whatever your level of wealth or personal standing. 

It won’t be difficult to get agreement that others need to change their behaviour from any 

one of us. But at the level of the individual, this reality will rarely prove to be the problem. 

The failure of Westminster Politicians from successive Governments to consider the 

consequences of their actions or lack of them when it comes to dealing with a cultural and 

economic problem of this magnitude is astounding. It would be frankly quite laughable, 

were it not the case that for many people and businesses right across the UK, the outcomes 

already are and will progressively become so much more serious if nothing is done. 

Time is running out for democracy in the way that we have come to know it, and if we don’t 

begin to witness the evolution of British politics to a form where fairness, what is right and 

what’s best for everyone becomes the priority and motivation of all in power and of those 

who aspire to having it, the consequences could be far more extreme for many than even 

living within a medieval caliphate where heads roll as easy as marbles and women are 

allowed to do very little other than simply exist. 

It really is therefore difficult to conclude anything other than that all the evils facing our 

society have money unquestionably at their root and whatever your take on it, there is 

certainly nothing holy about any of it. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate
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Further Information 

To explore more of Adam Tugwell’s writing, including the online edition of this post, please 

visit: 

www.adamtugwell.blog 
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