Royal Mail & Privatisation: Its called
privatisation for a good reason and
politicians need to wake up and realise
that privately owned business will never
have the general public as its point of
primary concern...
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In July 2013 - before the privatisation of Royal Mail took place, | wrote a blog about the

process and discussed why it was a bad idea and briefly, what the implications would
most likely be for the future of the universal delivery service.

Sadly, the news today that the privatised Company has experienced a £74 Million fallin

profits and that itis already pointing the finger of blame at competition in profitable
areas comes as little surprise.

We will no doubt soon experience further questions over the viability of rural and
unprofitable delivery routes.

Whether the Government likes it or not, the reality of surrendering public ownership of a
service which was created to ensure parity of service for all in the way that only a not-
for-profit operation can do so, is soon going to bite.

Itis simply impossible for Government to dictate the operational structure of a private
business when profit is at risk — unless they choose to subsidise the service. If that
happens, the question will surely yet again be why did they dispose of Royal Mailin the
first place?

Whatever our politicians may think, privatisation of services which are there for the
benefit of everyone is never a good idea; however hard to run; however much they cost;
however much can be earned from their sale.

These services are essential to deliver a basic standard of living for all, which
Governmentis currently failing to do by not dealing with the profit-led management
policies of all the privatised services which the public once owned. What is more, it is
set to continue compounding the problem by having so recently disposed of Royal Mail
and by taking very big steps in the direction of privatisation of the NHS through the
Commissioning Process.

It stands to reason that the managers of privately owned firms are going to focus on the
practices and methods of working which deliver a good bottom line.

Whereas Government and Social Enterprise will be very happy if they are simply
covering their costs, private owners simply don’t get up each day and think about how
they can remove all their profits from one area of their business to subsidise the
services they offer in another —when they cost them money to do so.

Sooner or later, someone - certainly not this Government —is going to have to begin
picking up the pieces from what has been the serial offloading of a whole range of
public services which once gave all British people unhindered access to the tools of a
modern life which were once the envy of all.

The Country may already be secretly bankrupt. But selling up everything that we own is
not the answer.
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Top to bottom reform is now inevitable. It’s just a question of when; not if —and what the
cost will be to us all whilst we wait for the leadership of politicians who are big enough
to get all of the jobs done in the best interests of everyone and not just themselves.

This article was converted to PDF and its accompanying image was updated on 8
October 2026. The original text remains unchanged.
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Further Information

To explore more of Adam Tugwell’s writing, including the online edition of this post,
please visit:
www.adamtugwell.blog
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