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Ignore the climate change concerns of 
young people and children if you dare. But 
addressing the shared fate of nations will 

help to solve many more of our UK 
problems as they have the same cause 

Adam Tugwell | 20 September 2019  
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Young people and children share an idealistic view of the world and how it should 
be. Their view may not be practical or show any understanding of the issues 
involved. But that doesn't mean that their passion should not be our guiding light 
and the one that we follow. Not just in terms of tackling the real causes of the 
climate problem, but also as we move forward to a future where we work together 
to put all of the wrongs right. 

Teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg appears to have set the world alight with her 
ideas and passion for the climate cause. But the sensationalism around her carries as 
much cynicism as it does genuine feeling. In fact, it may well be a whole lot more. 

Whether you feel able to argue about the causes of climate change or not, the reality is 
that change is certainly taking place. It is now in everyone's interests to do everything 
possible to mitigate anything and everything that we recognise as being a possible 
cause. 

The biggest problem that we, and the many young protesters that are out and about this 
world of ours today face, is that the focus on climate change that they and most of us 
already share is based upon and focussed only on the effects of the problem. Not the 
actual cause. 

We are not talking about the overuse of plastics, chemicals, fossil fuels and more. 
Those are but the effects of the problem. A problem which is based on a worldwide 
culture where those with more always want more. 

The world uses materials and methods of working which damage the environment 
because they make everything cheap. Not cheap for us or other end users. But cheap 
for the people and companies that make, sell and transport our goods and services to 
us. 

Climate change is costly for the future of the entire world. 

But for those making money out of it, futures costly misery comes to them today feeling 
rather cheap indeed. 

What we are seeing unfold in front of our eyes really is the fate of nations. Nothing less. 
Nothing more. 

And as our children and young people are rightly telling us, climate change or the effects 
of it are no longer something that any of us can or should attempt to deny. 

The momentum which is now being unleashed by the passion of younger people, can 
open doors to dialogue and change that has previously been resisted by big business 
and self-interest.  

But to capitalise on the opportunity, there must come a wider realisation between all of 
us that we cannot continue to think that the only god available to us is money. A way of 
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thinking that will require our politicians to bring a very different, intuitive, considered 
and above all selfless way of working to the fore. 

The companies, bankers and financiers that sit behind these problems, making money 
all the time, just need to be handled differently, by leaders able and not afraid to act 
upon all that they know. 

They must be asked the question 'would you prefer to fold when the wheels fall off all of 
this in just a few years, or change approach and adapt to a new way of thinking, so that 
you are making a good profit, albeit ethically in many years time? 

To do this, our politicians and the governments made up of them must think very 
differently and look at every level of shared commonality as what makes us all one. 

Politicians can no longer see themselves, their own interests, their own ideas and the 
people they relate to as the only priority or cause. 

This is not a question of creating a world government or trying to use anything as an 
excuse to build empires. 

It’s about accepting and being open to working together. Knowing that even across 
borders, we have things in common as part of a bigger picture, that must now outweigh 
the comparative trivialities that only define us as nations and as cultures. 

We can be different. But also the same. 

We only need to make the right steps and to do that we must look all of this for what it is. 

We must stop still and pause. 
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Further Information 
To explore more of Adam Tugwell’s writing, including the online edition of this post, 
please visit: 
www.adamtugwell.blog 
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