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The role of British Farmers has been 
neglected at our peril 

Sadly, the politicians won’t see it until it ’s too late, so it ’s the Farmers 

who will have to begin the localised food supply chain revolution 

instead 

Adam Tugwell | 14 December 2022  

 

Farmers are by nature, the most creative and entrepreneurial managers, engineers and 

technical workers that I know. They are, or rather they become these multitalented 

vocational giants by living lives that involve operational management, frequently callin g 

them into action at any time, 24hrs a day, 365 days a year - pretty much from the day that 

they are born. 

Farmers are, in effect, the complete antithesis of our Members of Parliament and the 

political class. And it’s because of the lack of understanding and respect for what British 

Farmers do, that the politicians we have – whether in Government or not, have allowed 

British Agriculture and all the industries allied to and feeding into it, to reach the state that 

they are now in. 

The problems that British Farmers face remain closely aligned to what their European 

counterparts are experiencing. 
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Indeed, whilst many from what in 2016 was the Remain camp are still pushing the narrative 

that leaving the EU and the whole Brexit vote was a gargantuan mistake, those same people 

are strangely silent when it comes to comment or discussion on what Farmers within in the 

EU Member nations are facing right now. 

Across Europe, unelected bureaucrats and out of touch politicians are pushing an agenda 

which will see Nation States close some of the very best food production in the world. All at 

a time when supply chains are already collapsing, there are growing food shortages and in 

no time at all it will not just be hungry people who are out of sight and out of mind that 

could be the ones who are about to starve or go without. 

What underscores the futility and the madness of this perverse strategy, pursued by people 

who have never been at the hard end of an operational business in their life, is the reality 

that their grand plan mirrors the ridiculous decisions made by the political classes across 

Europe not only to shelve and mothball, but to destroy fossil fuel burning energy plants and 

sources. All coming under the ridiculous assumption that buying in supplies and services 

from elsewhere from across the World is not only safe but can be sold to the public as being 

green and therefore alright. 

Yes, you did read that correctly. The leading classes of Europe and the UK too, are and have 

for some time quite literally been shutting down, wilfully neglecting and even deliberately 

destroying our own national systems of production. 

The politicians we have elected to look after our best interests have been making us all 

vulnerable to whoever they then do some kind of deal to buy replacement supplies and 

services from. 

All of this is so that Politicians can pay lip service to fulfilling an impossibly idealistic promise 

of achieving Net Zero – or some other departure from reality-based narrative they are 

pushing that isn’t just economic with the truth but is an outright lie. 

Why is the lie so important? The lie that the politicians tell is so important, because it’s just 

another lie to cover up the impact of another very big and very damaging lie about the 

benefits of globalisation and commercialisation – which is what the EU was always about. 

The irony should be lost on none of us that Globalisation and greed-based Commercialism 

are the real and genuine cause of all the climate and environmental problems that we do 

genuinely have. 

Equally, we should be under no illusion that the climate and environmental problems that 

we do genuinely have would go into free fall, in the direction of positive change, the 

moment that we stepped back from the money is god and a profit led existence, and 

allowed on-shoring, relocalisation and the protectionism that is now essential to the UKs 

future to be restored. 
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Whilst it will never be said about the European Union, even by many of the Brexiteers who 

never really understood this part of the EU Membership travesty themselves, the EU and 

everything about it has just been one disastrous exercise in globalisation and 

commercialisation. 

The Common Market and everything that followed as part of the EU Project evolution was a 

self-serving spin off of the Globalisation myth, repackaged with the lie that with the 

overarching politicisation and centralisation of the European sub version, the i ssues that 

befall the removal of international barriers and the many risks it brings on a Global level, 

would never be our own. 

As many of us can already see with just the Energy Crisis alone, this foolishness - however 

well intended, doesn’t work when so many differences of opinion, cultures and different 

ways of being are involved. 

We can all see what has happened because of Western Governments responding as they 

have to the war in Ukraine, when the same politicians had destroyed our own national self-

sufficiency to ‘open the doors’. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the impact of all the very poor decision 

making that got into full swing long before Brexit, Covid and Ukraine were ever in the frame.  

Sadly, the system collapse that so many within the elites, the establishment and our own 

government are doing so much to hide, is already well underway. 

It’s just the case that we are not all going over the cliff at the same moment in time. That’s 

why not all of us can see it. YET. 

However, the fall of an entire industry that will affect all of us – our Farming Industry – is 

most definitely already underway. And we fail to realise, accept and understand this at our 

peril. 

Yes, food is on the supermarket shelves. We can still get just about everything we could 

possibly want. So, you are probably asking the question, ‘Why should we be worried about 

Farmers and British Agriculture now? 

Sadly, we will not believe that life can be any different to what it is now, until it already is.  

If you need an example that makes sense of this, cast your mind back to the beginning of 

2020 when the first lockdown began and then life changed for us all in an instant.  

We may have forgotten Social Distancing and Lockdowns for now. But many of the direct 

consequences of disastrously poor decision making on the part of our politicians is only just 

beginning to materialise now, nearly three years on. 

Amongst all the issues which are currently popular, the ability of the UK to feed itself is 

strangely absent from that list. Yet the UK Food supply is now at massive risk of collapse – 



©2022-25 Adam Tugwell  The role of British Farmers has been neglected – 14/12/22 PDF_Vers1_6Oct25  P a g e  | 4 
 

That’s the supply of the food that we need to meet our basic needs and not the ridiculous 

variety of imported and mass processed items and ingredients that we have become used to. 

Our Basic food supply is at risk for a number of reasons. These include the centralisation and 

globalisation of food supply chains which are going to collapse; the way that British 

Agriculture has been placed at the mercy of innumerable agents, resellers, speculators, 

traders and middle men who take massive profits whilst adding no value and push farm 

prices down, whilst pushing retail prices up; and decades of reconditioning under the 

auspices of EU membership that has led British Farmers to rely on subsid ies that have taken 

away the incentive and freedom to compete. 

There are many more. 

The situation regarding our food supply is much more complicated and serious than it is 

possible to do real justice here. 

The real tragedy and threat to us all, is that because our Politicians created or led the 

implementation of the market structures that are currently at work – even though they did 

so in no small part on behalf of the EU – everyone, and most importantly our Farmers, are 

expecting our politicians to ensure that every issue created by Brexit, along with the collapse 

of global supply chains and the fallout of other events such as the War in Ukraine , will be 

dealt with – as it is perfectly reasonable and logical for us to be able to expect. 

They have not. They are not. They will not be addressed by the politicians we have.  

I have been writing at length about the changes, challenges and difficulties we face. But this 

isn’t just the interpretation of one former politician and businessman sharing the reasoning 

of their own concerns. A former head of MI5 has warned about the issue of food security, as 

well as the National Farmers Union itself have been sounding the alarm.  

The real problem that even these very credible sources cannot counter, is that our politicians 

are so out of touch and prioritise whatever they believe to be in their best interests.  

It is not until you really begin to understand just how out of touch with reality our politicians 

actually are, that you can then start to consider and appreciate that the British People are 

heading for an extraordinary amount of pain, that would have been both unnecessary and 

avoidable IF we had politicians that fulfilled their responsibilities as they always should do.  

Getting people and especially Farmers to realise and understand that the solutions will not 

come from this government or any new government that is formed from the political parties 

or groups that are known to us and that we have on offer to us today is challenging indeed. 

Especially as it means that the solutions we now need, through restructuring, onshoring and 

relocalising supply chains to a what we would recognise as being conversant with a much 

more traditional form, MUST be led with British Farmers and all the related industries right 

out in front. Just as the political change that we all so desperately need must also come from 

the grassroots up. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0BGSHSSDX
https://www.fwi.co.uk/news/farm-policy/former-mi5-boss-says-urgent-action-needed-on-food-security
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I began writing this blog by referring to the ingenuity and industriousness of our Farmers. 

This has already been well illustrated by the many ways that members of the Farming 

Community have already diversified their businesses, to become manufacturers, growers, 

producers and retailers of a very different kind, taking back control and managing every step 

of the process from farm to fork themselves, or working collaboratively on a very small 

localised scale, where it can quite literally be said that many hands make light work.  

Whilst our Politicians will not accept this probably until it is too late to avert further harm, 

UK self-sufficiency in food production, as well as most of the key things or basics that we are 

going to need, is not only now strategically key to our future. This is how world events and 

the UKs circumstances will soon dictate that they MUST be. 

We cannot wait for the politicians to change their minds, or it won’t just be the cost-of-living 

crisis, but shortages of basic foods that make British People hungry too.  

Our existing politicians will always exhibit loyalty to the very system that has broken the back 

of British Farming for no other reasons than greed, profit and control. The existing Public 

Policies on Farming, Fisheries and Food have certainly never been for the purposes of 

benefiting UK Industries or British consumers – no matter the lies and the lies to cover up 

those lies that we have been continually told. 

Please can we all wake up before it’s too late and there is nothing left to work with. We need 

a revolution in farming, and we need it to happen now. 

It will not come from the top and must run from the grassroots up. Farmers must be at the 

middle of local food supply – the way it should always have been. 

*** 

Please note that the original version of this article was published as a blog HERE on 14 

December 2022. Minor editorial changes were made when this PDF version was made 

available on 6 October 2025. 

  

https://adamtugwell.blog/2022/12/14/the-role-of-british-farmers-has-been-neglected-at-our-peril-sadly-the-politicians-wont-see-it-until-its-too-late-so-its-the-farmers-who-will-have-to-begin-the-localised-f/
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Links: 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2025/01/18/the-need-for-a-collaborative-approach-to-the-uk-

farming-and-food-security-problem/ 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2024/12/09/the-inevitable-collapse-of-uk-farming-and-food-

security/ 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2024/10/31/the-threat-to-uk-farming-our-food-security-and-food-

production-either-deliberate-intent-or-outright-stupidity-is-destroying-our-own-ability-to-

feed-and-support-british-people/ 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2025/05/06/what-is-food-security/ 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2025/07/23/the-real-implications-of-the-uks-food-strategy-2025/ 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2025/03/14/food-from-farms-guaranteed-full-text/ 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2024/11/14/who-controls-our-food-controls-our-future-full-text/ 

 

Further Information 

If you would like to read more of Adam’s work, his website can be found with the published 

online form of this post at www.adamtugwell.blog  
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