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What’s actually going on? 
Adam Tugwell | 17 September 2026 

 

Before anything else, you need to hear this clearly: you are not imagining a problem. 
Things are not working as they should - government, the public sector, politics, public 
services, utilities, money - and the list goes on. Nothing feels right because it isn’t right. 
And you are not going mad. 

You feel uncertain, and you may even be questioning your own thoughts, because what 
you’ve learned to expect from “the system” and what you’re actually experiencing are 
now two very different things. More importantly, there’s no clear explanation coming 
from anywhere that makes sense. Instead, there are lots of loud voices blaming 
someone or something - usually the current government - as if that explains everything. 
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It doesn’t. 

We tend to think of politicians and government as being in charge of all this. But they 
aren’t - even though they insist they are, and continue to behave as if they are. The truth 
is that their thinking is aligned with the system itself. They see the world through the 
same lens the system was built on, and that lens shapes every decision they make.  

The system is complicated. Too complicated to cram into one message when you’re 
looking for quick answers that at least help you make sense of what’s happening and 
decide where you want to look next. 

But here’s what you need to know right now: 

The system we live in has been in place for a very long time - longer than most of us have 
been alive. It has been shaped and managed by governments of every political colour. It 
is built on money and economics, and that’s why every solution you hear from 
politicians or the media almost always comes back to “growth.” Growth of GDP. Growth 
of spending. Growth of the economy. Because that’s the only measure they’ve been 
taught to use to decide whether everything will continue to be “okay.” 

If you stop and think about it, you’ll see that money affects almost every decision you 
make in your relationship with the outside world. It shapes what you can do, what you 
can’t do, and how you feel about your future. We’ve come to believe this is normal - but 
it isn’t. And everyone making decisions today thinks the same way too. Money has 
become the only real benchmark for everything. 

Once you see that, the next part may give you an “aha” moment: 

People are no longer the priority of government or business. Money - and 
economics - are. 

There’s far too much to cover here, but I can provide links that explain what’s happening 
and how it affects the decisions that shape every part of life.  

For now, the most important thing to understand is this: 

The system we have can only keep working by taking more and more from most of us, so 
that those at the centre can take more money, power, and influence. A system like this 
cannot keep taking without reaching a point where people no longer have enough - and 
begin to get hurt. This has been happening for a long time, but only recently have 
enough of us been pushed to the edges, or over them, for it to become clear that we are 
reaching a place called stop. 

The difficulty is that money - appearing to be as important as we’ve been taught to 
believe - is intoxicating. It drives everything until the moment we are excluded from the 
way the system works, and begin to understand what it’s like to not have enough, or to 
spend every spare moment worrying about where more money will come from.  
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Putting people first - contributing, taking part, and being involved in how everything 
works - is the only way we can solve the problems society now has. There are no quick 
fixes. Anyone who suggests that there are, or who promises that “we can go back to how 
things were if you just follow me,” is offering a trapdoor back to more pain.  

I can provide links that explain how the system works and what it has been doing. But 
more importantly, I can share ideas and solutions that show what we can all do, the 
contribution each of us can make, and how we can work together to create a world that 
is balanced and fair for everyone - not just for the privileged few. 

Understand how the system became misaligned with people 

See why money has become the only measure that shapes decisions 

Explore the real economic collapse behind wages, freedom, and the cost of living 

Learn how the monetary system devalues your wealth and keeps people struggling 

See how the benefits system is propping up a broken economy 

Understand the real two-tier Britain created by the money-first system 

Discover what a people-first alternative actually looks like 

 

https://adamtugwell.blog/2026/09/02/a-world-out-of-alignment-trust-inversion-systemic-strain-and-the-search-for-stability/
https://adamtugwell.blog/2026/01/22/we-cant-fix-society-because-we-wont-question-money/
https://adamtugwell.blog/2025/11/14/facing-the-economic-collapse-the-real-crisis-behind-money-wages-and-freedom/
https://adamtugwell.blog/2024/09/24/demystifying-the-money-myth-how-the-monetary-system-devalues-your-wealth/
https://adamtugwell.blog/2026/06/04/the-finger-in-the-dam-how-britains-benefits-system-is-holding-up-a-broken-economy/
https://adamtugwell.blog/2026/05/22/the-real-two-tier-britain-the-split-we-still-refuse-to-see/
https://adamtugwell.blog/2026/01/03/an-overview-of-a-people-first-society/
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Further Information 
To explore more of Adam Tugwell’s writing, including the online edition of this post, 
please visit: 
www.adamtugwell.blog 

Copyright Notice 
Copyright ©2026 Adam Tugwell 

All rights reserved. 

This publication reflects the personal experience, views, and opinions of the Author.  

No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted, 
adapted, translated, or otherwise used in any form or by any means - electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise - without prior written permission 
from the Author. 

The Author asserts the moral right to be identified as the creator of this work and to 
object to any distortion or misrepresentation of it. 

This work may be downloaded and stored for personal, non-commercial use only.  

Any unauthorised reproduction, plagiarism, or misattribution constitutes a violation of 
copyright. 

The Author accepts no responsibility for, and makes no endorsement of, content 
accessed through external links, PDFs, digital platforms, organisations, or individuals 
referenced herein.  

Readers remain solely responsible for evaluating the accuracy and suitability of all 
external material. 

This copyright notice shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of 
England and Wales. 
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